PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES

October 5, 2020

 CITY OF ROXBORO, NORTH CAROLINA

Planning Board
October 5, 2020
6:00 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Margaret Kay, David Bradsher, Myra Booker, Tony Cole, Julie Jeffreys, and Robert Trotter.
STAFF: 


Lauren Johnson, Planning Director

MEETING CONDUCTED VIA ZOOM CONFERENCE – DUE TO COVID 19
MINUTES

Chairman Trotter called the meeting to order at 6:03pm.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Board Member Tony Cole motioned to approve the minutes from the September 14, 2020 meeting. Board Member David Bradsher seconded. Chairman Trotter asked each member to state their name when casting their vote for the motion. Motion carried unanimously. 
OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS
Text Amendment for Article 6 – Table of Uses: Chairman Trotter asked Ms. Johnson to present the proposed amendment request.

Ms. Johnson directed the board to the packet material and outlined the request to allow automobile sales and service in the O/I (Office/Institutional) zoning district. After presenting the request and the definition of the O/I districts definition in the UDO, Ms. Johnson asked if there were any questions.


Chairman Trotter asked for clarification on the request from the applicant and the options available to the Board for consideration (permitted, permitted with supplemental regulations, special use special use with supplemental regulations, etc.). 


Board Member Julie Jeffreys asked if there was any feedback from the public. Ms. Johnson stated that she had not received any feedback, but wanted to clarify that because this is a text amendment there is no sign posting or letters mailed. She continued that text amendments are a change to the laws on zoning regulations and therefore apply to all properties, not just any one in particular.

Chairman Trotter then opened the public comment period and asked the applicant to speak. Larry Shull addressed the Board and stated that Keith Brann wanted to relocate his car lot from its current location to the property Mr. Shull owns on N Main Street. He continued that he was not aware of the rule change and was primarily asking in order to allow for the use of his property as a car lot again. He stressed his intent to restore the property and building to its former appearance and maintain a respectable and clean business.

There were no other individuals present online or in the room to address the Board.

Board Member Margaret Kay asked to address the applicant. She stated that she had some concerns about the accessory items that one often finds at a car lot and the proximity near residential properties. Ms. Kay continued that she felt it might be ok to allow the use, but only if certain things (flags, flashing lights, etc.) were not allowed.

Ms. Johnson clarified again that there were a few options to make that possible (permitted with supplemental regulations vs. special use with supplemental regulations).

Ms. Kay stated that she felt the special use might be most appropriate because it would give the property owners nearby an opportunity to have a say in the individual approvals.

Board Member Tony Cole asked if the applicant planned to have service of the vehicles at this location.

The applicant stated he did not and that he owned the house next to the business in question.

Chairman Trotter stated that he had seen the property and observed around the property. He asked for clarification if we were just talking about the lot where this business would be located. Ms. Johnson stated that she wanted to stress that this was a change to the rule and not to the zoning. This means that the change would be the rule for all O/I parcels, not just this one. 

Chairman Trotter then spoke some more about the neighboring residential properties. He also asked how the Board might be able to reduce the conflicts between this type of business and residential properties. Ms. Johnson explained the permitted, permitted with supplemental regulations, special use, and special use with supplemental regulations options again.

There was some additional discussion about these options then Board Member David Bradsher stated he knew Mr. Brann and felt he would keep a clean and respectable business and therefore wanted to make the motion to recommend approval of the request to all the use as a permitted use in the O/I with the supplemental regulations proposed by staff.
Board Member Myra Booker asked for clarification if this motion would allow for individual review of each possible lot. Ms. Johnson said it did not.

Ms. Kay asked if it would include the service of the automobiles. Ms. Johnson stated it would.

There was a second from Julie Jeffreys. The vote was 4 in opposition and 2 in favor of the motion. The motion did not carry.

Board Member Tony Cole made a motion that the Board recommend approval of a modification of the request, which would be to allow the use as a special use with supplemental regulations in the O/I and adopting the plan consistency statement presented. David Bradsher seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Board Member Margaret Kay addressed the applicant again and explained that it was not a reflection of their plans to do business but a need to ensure all business are appropriate. The applicant stated he understood and thanked the Board for their time and consideration.

ADJOUNMENT

There being no other business for the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:31pm.
Submitted by:
________________________________

Lauren W. Johnson, 

Planning & Development Director
2
5

